Computer Center report indicates increased student usage by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
6-27-1973 
Computer Center report indicates increased student usage 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Computer Center report indicates 
increased student usage" (1973). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 26795. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/26795 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
I 
~ news 
Information Services University of montana • missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522 
H1f\1EDIATELY 
HISSOULA--





state + cs 
A year-end report compiled by the University of fontana Computer Center indicates 
that more students than ever before are taking advantage of the University's new 
DECsystem-10 computer. 
"1ore than 800 students used the new computer Spring Quarter and the number is expected 
to grow to 1,000 when school starts again in the fall," according to Steve Henry, manager 
of Academic Services at the Computer Center. 
"There is a respectable library of programming packages for statistical analyses 
and we get considerable research \vork as well as class use," Henry added. 
The Computer Center, nO\v located in the basement of the UH Liberal Arts Building, 
was formed when the administrative data processing center and old comuuter center were 
consolidated last fall. 
In addition to increased student usage, the combined unit continues to service 
the library, financial aids office, academic departments and various administrative 
agencies on the Missoula campus. 
Frank Greenwood, Computer Center director, said about 40 remote terminals are 
located around the campus in the Schools of Forestry, Business Administration, Pharmacy 
and in the College of Arts and Sciences. Half of these terminals are available 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, making the DECsystem-10 computer much more readily available 
than the older, smaller computer. 
The $640,000 computer, installed in October of 1972, can process 36 different jobs 
simultaneously and works on the principle of time-sharing. 
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The change from the old to the new was not without some problems, according to 
Dean Holm, administrative development manager. "While we've had some real problems 
associated with learning the new computer and breaking it in, they Nere not unexpected. 
Nearly 300 programs have to be converted from the old computer to the new one during 
the next two years," Holm explained. 
A computer Users Advisory Committee was formed to alleviate some of the problems 
and to assist in establishing policies, according to Leonard Le\vis, assistant director 
of the Computer Center. 
"A Management-by-Objectives program Nas instituted to allO\v Center employees 
more self-regulation and to provide time for additional training," Lewis said. 
UM President Robert T. Pantzer said, ''The acquisition of this third generation 
computer signals an important step into the future by m1. The interest shown in the 
computer and its potential by undergraduate and graduate students has been remarkable. 
Quite aside from the obvious advance it provides the University in administrative 
techniques, the boost the DECsystem-10 gives t o the Computer Science department and 
research opportunities now open to almost every department on campus is inestimable." 
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